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Honors English 10 Summer Assignment 2020  

Dear Students, 
 
Congratulations on your enrollment in Honors English 10! This course is designed to prepare your reading and 
writing skills for AP Language and AP Literature. We will move beyond basic interpretation of text and into 
literary and rhetorical analysis. Please complete your work thoughtfully and thoroughly. All work needs to be 
submitted to Canvas by 11:59 on 13 August 2020.  
 
Please log in to this class as soon as possible to avoid last-minute tragedies and give yourself ample time for 
unanticipated hiccups. Work submitted after 11:59 p.m. on 13 August will be docked 50%. Yes, that means 
that work submitted on or after 12:00 a.m. on 14 August will be docked 50%. I suggest you map out a timeline 
for completing the work. Procrastination could result in shallow, sloppy, and/or late work which will receive a 
low grade.  
 
If you have any questions at any time, please feel free to email me at aeberth@usd232.org. I will check my 
email regularly and respond as quickly as possible. 
 
Best, 
Mrs. Eberth  
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Accessing Canvas and Assignment Overview 

You can access the Honors English 10 summer class by going to https://usd232.instructure.com/enroll/YD7EEJ 
or sign up at https://usd232.instructure.com/register and use the following join code: YD7EEJ. 
 
Once you are in Canvas, there are four modules that must be completed by 11:59 p.m. on 13 August: 

● Module 0: Introductions and Instructions (this must be completed before the other modules) 
● Module 1: Section 1  
● Module 2: Section 2 
● Module 3: Section 3 

 

Assignment Overview 

Section 1 Preparing for Biblical Allusions 

Section 2 The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 

Section 3 Biblical Allusions in Tom Sawyer 
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Section 1 
Preparing for Biblical Allusions 

 
AP English Literature requires knowledge of the most common Biblical allusions. We are looking at these 
portions as literature and not for the purpose of religious persuasion.  
 

1. Read ALL the passages below in the King James Version, New International Version (NIV), The 
Message, The Voice, or The New Living Bible.  

 
Here is a searchable King James Bible to quickly find the passages: https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/. It is 
easiest to use the book, chapter, and verse drop-down arrows rather than the “Search” bar. 
 
Please note that the Bible is divided into 66 books. Each book contains chapters, and each chapter is divided 
into verses. The references are given with the book title first, followed by the chapter number, a colon, and then 
the verse number. For example, Letter J below means that you will read from the fifth chapter of Matthew, 
beginning with verse 3 through the seventh chapter of Matthew to verse 27, as well as verses 17-31 of the sixth 
chapter of Luke.  
 

a. “The Creation” Genesis 1  
b. “The Fall” Genesis 3  
c. “Cain and Abel” Genesis 4:1-16  
d. “The Tower of Babel” Genesis 11:1-9  
e. “Sodom and Gomorrah” Genesis 18  
f. “The Ten Commandments” Exodus 20:1-17  
g. “David and Goliath” I Samuel 17  
h. “Shadrach, Meshach, & Abednego” Daniel 1-3  
i. “The Nativity Story” Matthew 1:17-25, Luke 2  
j. “Sermon on the Mount” Matthew 5:3 - 7:27; Luke 6:17-31  
k. “The Last Supper” Mark 14:12-26; John 13  
l. “Garden of Gethsemane” Matthew 26:36-46  
m. “Thirty Pieces of Silver” Matthew 26:14-16; Matthew 27:1-10  
n. “The Betrayal” Matthew 26: 47-56; Mark 14:43-50; Luke 22:47-53; John 13:18-30; 18:1-14 
o. “Golgotha” Matthew 27:32-54; Mark 15:21-39; John 19:17-37  
p. “The Resurrection” Luke 24:1-49; John 20 

 
2. Create a chart that demonstrates the main idea, supporting details, and your reaction to each passage. If 

there is more than one location given, be sure to read each account and note any differences.  
a. Create a chart that works for you.  
b. Create your chart on a digital platform (Google Doc, Google Sheet, etc.). 
c. Do not ask me how to do this. I’m interested in how you organize information. 
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Section 2 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 

Read online here (click on “Read for Free” or “Download PDF”): 
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Adventures_of_Tom_Sawyer/j5UgAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=
0 

 
There will be a quiz on the second day of class.  

1. Write a one-to-two-page personal reaction to the book.  
a. Address plot, characterization, literary devices, and writing style. 
b. Write a passionate, interesting paper! 

2. Steps to writing a personal reaction. 
a. In your outdoor voice, read the following aloud three times: “A reaction paper is NOT a 

summary.”  
b. Read through the following models and choose the one that best suits your style.  

i. Model A-- Use the following questions to stimulate your thoughts about the novel. Then, 
write your paper responding honestly to any one question, several of them, or all of 
them–whatever you find most appropriate in light of your own reading and thinking 

1. What were my expectations of this work?  
2. Were these expectations met, disappointed, or exceeded? How? Why?  
3. What was most interesting to me about the story? Why?  
4. Was there anything especially remarkable about the style or presentation?  
5. Would I recommend this work to other readers? Who? Why or why not?  
6. Did this work change my mind about anything?  
7. Did this work remind me of other literary works, films, etc.?  

ii. Model B 
1. Pick a short passage from the work and quote it.  
2. Explain which words in that passage are most important and why.  
3. Discuss what you do not understand about the quoted passage or what you find 

compelling about it.  
4. Explain how this passage or quote impacts or fits into the overall theme of the 

book.  
5. Analyze the relationship of this passage to another story, event, idea, or problem 

you may have encountered before reading this book.  
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Section 3 
Biblical Allusions in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 

 
1. Identify three biblical allusions in Tom Sawyer. These can be explicit or implied allusions. 
2. Write a five-paragraph essay explaining the allusions and why they might be important to the story.  

a. Paragraph 1 
i. Introduction 

ii. Your thesis statement should be the last sentence of this paragraph.  
iii. Examples of a thesis statement. 

1. In The Lion King, the writers focused on three central themes which included the 
importance of family, coming of age, and good versus evil.  

2. Disney often adapts Shakespeare’s plays into movies such as The Lion King 
(1994), Pocahontas (1995), and Strange Magic (2015).  

b. Paragraph 2 
i. Explain how your first Biblical allusion relates to The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. 

ii. Make sure you note the page numbers in the novel and the book, chapter, and verse of the 
Bible when you use direct quotes. 

c. Paragraph 3 
i. Explain how your second Biblical allusion relates to The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. 

ii. Make sure you note the page numbers in the novel and the book, chapter, and verse of the 
Bible when you use direct quotes. 

d. Paragraph 4 
i. Explain how your third Biblical allusion relates to The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. 

ii. Make sure you note the page numbers in the novel and the book, chapter, and verse of the 
Bible when you use direct quotes. 

e. Paragraph 5 
i. Wrap up or summarize your essay.  

ii. Have your final words connect back to the introduction or body of the essay. 
iii. You should not present any new information here. 
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Rubric 

 

 Always Sometimes Absent 

Each section assignment 
utilizes an MLA heading. 

   

There are correct writing 
conventions such as 
spelling, punctuation, 
capitalization, and 
grammar. 

   

All instructions for each 
section were followed. 

   

Work is original and 
creative. 
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Plagiarism Warning 

● Plagiarism is claiming, indicating, or implying that the ideas, sentences, or phrases of another are one’s 
own.  

● ALL PLAGIARISM WILL RESULT IN SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES.  
● Show integrity by doing your own thinking and writing.  
● Give credit to your source(s) for any ideas or statements that did not originate in your brain.  

○ According to the Purdue Online Writing Lab, “MLA format follows the author-page method of 
in-text citation. This means that the author's last name and the page number(s) from which the 
quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and a complete reference should appear 
on your Works Cited page. The author's name may appear either in the sentence itself or in 
parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s) should always appear 
in the parentheses, not in the text of your sentence.” 

■ Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of 
powerful feelings" (263). 

■ Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" 
(Wordsworth 263). 

■ Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263). 
● Remember, this assignment is one of the first impressions I will receive of you. Make it a positive one. 


